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on nineteen: years, in Quebéc on eighteen, and in the Maritime
Provinces on seventeen years; consequently, March appears to
be more likely to go out like a lion than alamb. As to the idea
that if March comes in rough it will go out quietly, or vice
versa, there is nothing in the records to justify this assump-
tion, for during the past thirty years these conditions were
maintained in twelve years only, in Ontario and Quebec, and
in eleven in the Maritime Provinces. With such a long series
of records opposed to the generally conceived notions of the
dreaded conditions to be anticipated in March, it must be al-
lowed that the supposed eccentricities of the weather of the
month are largely illusory.

Many of the old sayings and proverbs regarding the weather
and its changes have been handed down in Canada from gen-
eration of descendants chiefly from the British Isles, and these
legends if applicable to the weather conditions of those Is-
lands, which is very doubtful, are not so to a continental cli-
mate such as we enjoy.

Ontario, Quebec, and the Maritime Provinces have only been
treated of in this paper because similar records of the winds,
ete., are not available for the remaining parts of Canada, how-
ever, there can be no apparent reason why the same sequence
of changes experienced over the districts reviewed should not
occur elsewhere in the Dominion and in fact throughout the
northern temperate zone generally; i. e., a marked decrease in
stormy weather as the season advances toward the spring and
summer.

OLIMATOLOGY OF COSTA. RICA.

Communicated by H. PITTIER, Director, Physical Geographic Institute.
[For tables see the last page of this REVIEW preceding the charts.]

Notes on the weather.—On the Pacific slope the drought was
excessive and continuous, but for a few light squalls of rain
during the 27th, 28th, and 29th. In San José the pressure was
slightly above the normal, while the heat and relative humidity
were less. The sunshine records show an excess of about
thirty-two hours above the general mean. On the Atlantic
slope the rainfall was almost everywhere in excess of previous
years, except on the coast belt where the drought was rather
marked, and provoked, in Port Limon and its surroundings, a
spell of bad fevers and general diseases.

Notes on earthquakes.—March 2, 6* 47™ p. m., slight shock
NW-SE, intensity I, duration 3 seconds. March 12, 2" 25"
a. m., pretty generally felt shock N-8, intensity II, duration
4 seconds. March 21, 4" 40™ a. m., prolonged vibration E-W,
intensity II, duration 15 seconds. March 30, 5* 33" a. m., long
oscillatory movement WNW-ESE, intensity III, duration 30
seconds. The same earthquake was officially reported from
Cachi and San Isidro de Alajuela and was generally felt all
through the interior of the country.
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NOTES AND EXTRACTS.

SECOND RUSSIAN CONGRESS ON CLIMATOLOGY.

A letter from General Rykatcheff, director of the Nicolas
Central Physical Observatory at St. Petersburg, announces that
the second Russian congress on climatology, hydrology, and
balnealogy, in commemoration of Peter the Great, will meet
this year, from September 14 to 20 (new style), at Piatigorsk
(German, Pjatigorsk). This place is north of the Caucasus
Mountains and about 1400 meters or about 4500 feet above
sea level; it is a little to the south of the main line of rail-
road leading to the Russian port of Petrovsk, on the Caspian
Sea, and is about 90 kilometers northwest from the summit
of Elbrus, whose altitude is 5631 meters, or over 18,000 feet,
and whose snow-clad summit can ordinarily be seen. Its lati-
tude is 44° north, longitude 43° 30" east. General Rykatcheff
gives the following interesting information:

One section of this congress will be devoted to climatology. The pro-
gram for this section will consist of the following questions:

1. Comparison of the climates of different Russian climatological sta-
tions with those of corresponding stations in foreign countries.

2. Climates of mountains.

3. Influence of forests on climate.

4. Changes of climate caused by the works of man.

5. Comparison of-the climate of a city with that of its suburbs.

6. Determination of the quantity of dust and of the number of microhes
in the air of different localities and at different altitudes.

7. Isolation at different altitudes.

8. Organization of meteorological stations at watering places and
climatic stations.

Various questions relative to climato-therapy will also be discussed.

It is desired to make the members of the congress acquainted with the

works of Russian and also of foreign scientists relative to these questions.
I therefore take the liberty of requesting you to communicate with the
managers of watering places and climatie stations in your eountry and to
suggest to them that they send descriptions of the places under their man-
agement and the works of climatology relative thereto. These publica-
tions will have a particular interest to members of the congress in view of
the fact that watering places are much frequented by our countrymen. If
any person should desire to present a note relative to questions on the
program, in French, German, or English, it will be gratefully received.

You are requested to address letters and publications to the Nicolas
Central Physical Observatory at St. Petersburg, ‘‘for the Congress of
Climatology.’’

WEATHER CYCLES AND FARMERS' ALMANAQOS.

A correspondent writes from Ruxton, Md., as follows:

The fact has come under my observation that a great many, especially
among farmers and country people, place a good deal of confidence in the
predictions of these so-called ¢ weather prophets,’”” whose vivid imagina-
tions are portrayed in the pages of nearly all cheap almanacs.

It is true that a few prognosticators appear to base their forecasts on
astronomical phenomena. If there is any question at all as to whether
their researches might be an aid to the science of meteorology, it would
not seem best to interfere. .

It does not seem right, however, that these ‘weather prophets’’
should be allowed to publish such worthless predictions, which are not
only in direct opposition to the work of the Weather Bureau, but by
their widespread circulation through the country prove an actual injury
to the less intelligent masses of our population. They are harmful to
the farmer, because he depends in his business on weather forecasts
which only by mere chance may ecome true, while the people in general
are kept in ignorance and superstition, contrary to the adwancement of
an enlightened age.

In the vieinity of a large city, where the daily newspapers and fore-



